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Is this a variation on the iconic Pong arcade
game (except that here what moves are the
walls instead of a ball)? Or a variation on the
traditional French game of massacre (only
here it is the voice, the scream which knocks
things over)? Something along the lines of
the magic mirror we remember from fairy
tales (catoptromancy, or divination using a
mirror)? Or is it a simple mirror of the self?

In any case, the You structure multiplies
and transforms the voice, the scream -- into
a powerful vector which can visibly modify
your space and perception. With the help
of the mirror, the visitor reveals his or her
scream,and his or her power.

You is the first of seven pieces which will be
part of the theme park Arcade | Sentimental
imagined by the transdisciplinary artist
Tsirihaka Harrivel, in a series of oddly
whimsical declensions of liberating
experiences dealing with our power to act,
to move.

You premiered on December 17, 2022
at CENTQUATRE-PARIS, under
the auspices of the Foire Foraine
of Contemporary Art. The six other
installations which will complete Arcade |
Sentimental will premiere in 2025:

2. Brutto Inferno,

3. Cruel Trop tard (Cruel too late),

4. Tranquille Pazienza (Tranquil Patience),
5. Impossible Car,

6. Massacre Solaire (Solar massacre), and
7. Sunday Boum Oiseau (Sunday Boom
Bird).

Arcade | Sentimental consists of seven
separate installations, shelters ranging
from 1 x 2 meters to 5 x 3 meters in
size, each spectator entering them at his
or her own pace. Each box has its own
script, its guiding principles, its set design,
its decoration, its tech. Everything is
activated by the spectator him-or herself
using sensors and game interfaces, each
person becomes his/ her own racquet or
joystick.

The cycle Arcade | Sentimental is a
contemporary variation on the theme of
the game of massacre: it is a spectacular
release, allowing you to take out your
anger on whatever image triggers you
(@ family figure, a boss, a superior,
something symbolic). As scary as it may
be satisfying, this alteration of what is
technically possible allows us to fully feel
what drives our ability to act.

Part of the attraction is the structure itself,
the idea of finding amusement inside it
via the lighting, sound, colors and variety
as well as the ability to knock down your
own values during the time you play the
game, making Arcade | Sentimental a way
to channel real arcade games, the ones
you’d play at a county fair, a circus, even
inside a music hall.

The musical and acoustic effects, the
choice of colors and the unexpected
interactivity are essential elements
in this playful dramatization. It is a
performance because there are specific
rules and therefore consequences, and its
interpretation changes depending on who
is participating. The script and the text are
to be experienced as well as seen: the
visitor is at once an actor and a spectator.






a gift

take a personal time out,
an emotional outlet perhaps, a

moment of truth
our voices
have the power to change the
world
An

amazing release.
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who
are seemingly no longer mere
spectators

to
experience a cathartic release
unlike any other
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an overlay of freedom and the
confessional
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Experience of You, filmed by Tsirihaka Harrivel



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1lEKWLVzh8

M COOe «
sencimental


http://toutcaqueca.com
https://arcade-sentimental.net/

